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Projector 
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

By Tony Ibrahim

FOR THAT GENUINE CINEMATIC FEEL YOU CANNOT GO PAST A HOME 
THEATRE PROJECTOR. DIM THE LIGHTS, GRAB SOME POPCORN AND 
EXPERIENCE MOVIES THE WAY THE DIRECTOR INTENDED. 

The latest projector to lead 
Panasonic’s home cinema 
range is the AE8000 and it has 
the goods to do so admirably. 
This includes a 220W Red Rich 
Lamp capable of producing 
2,400 lumens of brightness 
and a rich contrast ratio of 
500,000:1. The high-brightness 
and vast-contrast duo results 
in popping colours against 
gradual shades of black. 

The AE8000 projects images 
that are 20 percent brighter 

than its predecessor and yet 
ensures there’s less crosstalk 
in 3D viewing, (this is a 
particularly impressive feat as 
brighter images tend to show 
more signs of crosstalk). It also 
features a suite of 3D software; 
one of which automatically 
corrects unnatural 3D 
movements. 

Highly Recommended 
BenQ W7000+

With visual content being 
injected with more vivid 
colour, higher resolution 
and extra dimensions, 
viewers are pushing their 
home theatres for a more 
immersive experience. A big 
chunk of that experience 
comes from the size of the 
screen, with larger offerings 
authentically replicating the 
movie spectacle. In our opinion 
no other projector screen 
facilitates an experience as 
convincing as Carson Screen’s 
Selina Pro. 

The Selina Pro line-up 
offers one of the simplest 
installations in the fixed 

screen arena and can be 
customised up to 400 inches. 
The build quality is exceptional 
with premium US materials like 
the four-layer silicone matte 
white backing and the Asian-
built bevelled frames. These 
extra-thick 120mm frames 
keep the tension while making 
an aesthetic statement. Hidden 
behind the frame are 40 
mounting points that hold the 
backdrop material in place for 
longer, avoiding sag that pulls 
away picture quality and ejects 
you from the experience.

Highly Recommended 
Stewart CineCurve

Best Home Theatre Projector   
> Panasonic AE8000 | $3,899 | panasonic.com.au

Best Projector Screen    
> Carson Screen Selina Pro (140 inches) | $3,800 | digitalcinema.com.au

CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO

DISPLAY >DISPLAY >
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Arcam has always known how to 
convert digital signals into high 
quality music and they continue 
the tradition with the rDAC-
kw. More often than not, music 
streaming comes at the expense 
of audio quality to the distaste of 
audiophiles. Arcam’s rDAC-kw will 
streams music while upgrading 
tracks to the best possible quality, 
delivering vast music collections in 
pristine quality. The ‘kw’ separating 
this device from the introductory 

model is its wireless capabilities. 
By simply plugging in a dedicated 
USB dongle into a computer, it will 
stream audio files directly to the 
rDAC while it nestles out of sight, 
behind the HiFi system. Combining 
ease of use with a premium finish 
makes this DAC a standout for 
serious music enthusiasts. 

Highly Recommended 
Musical Fidelity M1 DAC

The first Debut turntable, 
introduced in the late 1990s, was 
a revolution for the hi-fi industry. 
The new Debut Carbon lives up 
to its pedigree. The design has 
changed and the inclusion of a 
Carbon Tube for the tone arm, 
increases stiffness and decreases 
unwanted resonance.

Highly Recommended 
Rega RP6

Sound System   
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

SOUND SYSTEMS >

By Tony Ibrahim

SOUND SYSTEMS >

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 34 35

Best DAC   
> Arcam rDAC-kw | $775 | arcam.co.uk

Best Turntable   
> Project Debut Carbon Phono (with USB) |$599 | project-audio.com

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Life is too short for second best. That´s why Sennheiser only creates the most 

advanced sound solutions to make the soul of music come alive. Just like with 

our new MOMENTUM: crisp, clear and powerful detailed sound.  In addition the 

leather padded headband and earpads ensure optimum comfort. Audition the 

MOMENTUM headset today. www.sennheiser.com.au

      AWARD WINNING
               SOUND 
             IN THE MAKING.

CLICK HERE 

TO VIEW VIDEO
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If you are looking for a dock that 
delivers big sound with a touch of old 
fashioned theatrics, then you can’t go 
past the Samsung E750. It is finished 
in mahogany, with chrome and dark 
silver accents for the front-facing 
speakers, but best of all has twin 
vacuum tubes which subtly glow when 
in use. Uniquely it’s fluent in docking 

Samsung and Apple devices, equipped 
with each company’s respective wireless 
standards and offers support to the 
masses through USB and Bluetooth. 

Highly Recommended  
Bowers & Wilkins Zeppelin Air 

Docks & Radio   
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

DOCKS AND RADIO >

By Tony Ibrahim

DOCKS AND RADIO >

YOUR SMARTPHONE KEEPS YOUR PERSONAL MULTIMEDIA AT HAND, BUT IF YOU 
WANT MUSIC THAT MESMERISES YOU’LL POP THAT PHONE OR TABLET INTO A 
DOCK. THIS YEAR’S WINNERS LOOK FANTASTIC, ARE HIGHLY FUNCTIONAL AND 
BREATHE LIFE INTO EVERYDAY CHORES BY EMANATING SPIRITED SOUND. 

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 36 37

Best Dock  
> Samsung DA-E750 Wireless Audio Dock 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

The new Sonos Wireless sub 
looks like a stylish doughnut 
monolith. It dispenses 
impressive sound compliments 
of two force-cancelling 
speakers positioned face to 
face, dual acoustic ports and 
two Class-D digital amplifiers 
specially tuned for the 

hardware. Whether it sits upright 
or flat on its back, it will deliver 
forceful low frequency sound 
when connected to the Sonos 
audio system, fil l ing rooms 
with the welcomed shudder of 
powerful bass. 

What we have here is the result of 
a very special recipe. First Pioneer 
has taken some high end hardware, 
wrapped it up in an enclosure 
that is gentle on the eye and then 
equipped it to speak with virtually 
any device. The result is a powerful 
speaker which can be used 
independently or can form part of 
a larger, modular speaker system, 
allowing for various speakers to 
be scattered across the home as 
they ooze the same, synchronised 

melody at the touch of a button. 
It doesn’t matter if you have a 
smartphone, tablet, PC or Mac, 
through AirPlay, DLNA, WLAN and 
WiFi Direct you can stream high 
quality music wirelessly to the XW-
SMA4; Pioneer’s flagship modular 
speaker and SmartHouse’s Best 
Wireless Audio System Winner.

Highly Recommended  
Loewe AirSpeaker 

Best Wireless Audio System    
> Pioneer XW-SMA4

Best Wireless Speaker 
> Sonos Sub 

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
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REL T-9
Whilst REL strive to produce 

beautiful designs in a category 
not known for them, 

our engineering team ensures 
that every REL is built to 

the most rigorous standards. 
The result are products both 

beautiful to behold, 
and offer industry-leading performance.

T-9 features a rugged, 
300W monoblock amplifi er 

driving an Ultra Long Throw™ 
10” engine with a matching 

fl uid-coupled passive 
resulting in the equivalent 

driven surface area of a 15” driver. 
All this performance is encased 
in a solid 1-inch thick cabinet 

braced carefully and fi nished off in 
5 coats of hand-rubbed lacquer. 

REL Acoustics Ltd., 
where beauty lies more than skin deep.

Imported & Distributed by

For your closest demonstration: www.synergyaudio.com or call 03 9459 7474

Shaped like a semi-sphere and 
equipped with a swivelling Apple dock, 
Pure’s aptly named Contour 100Di is 
a digital and FM radio that’ll leave a 
lasting impression. 
Inside its contoured body are two 
full range 3 inch drive units capable 
of producing enough sound to 
fill a run-of-the-mill room. The 
curvaceous shape looks great, easily 
accommodates the two speakers and 
harbours an intriguing dock. 
Touch the right side of the Pure 
logo and it automatically rotates 
180 degrees, presenting a dock 
compatible with Apple’s iPod, iPhone 
or iPad. All of the Apple devices 
comfortably nestle on the dock, which 
will simultaneously charge your device 
while you play music. 
If you ever tire of your native 

collection, Apple and Android users 
can access thousands of internet 
radio stations and on-demand 
programmes by downloading the 
free Pure Connect app. Internet radio 
offers a vast amount of constantly 
ripe music, and if you’d prefer a data 
efficient option, the Contour 100Di’s 
Digital and FM radios are ideal for you.  
Non Apple devices can make use 
of the Contour 100Di’s speakers 
through the customary auxiliary input 
or its USB port. The USB port will 
also come in handy when it’s time 
to update the 100Di’s software. For 
wireless control, a remote is included 
in the bundle kit.

Highly Recommended  
Vita Audio R2i

Docks & Radio   
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

DOCKS AND RADIO >

By Tony Ibrahim

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 38

Best Digital Radio 
> Pure Contour 100Di | $199 | pure.com/au

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO



REL T-9
Whilst REL strive to produce 

beautiful designs in a category 
not known for them, 

our engineering team ensures 
that every REL is built to 

the most rigorous standards. 
The result are products both 

beautiful to behold, 
and offer industry-leading performance.

T-9 features a rugged, 
300W monoblock amplifi er 

driving an Ultra Long Throw™ 
10” engine with a matching 

fl uid-coupled passive 
resulting in the equivalent 

driven surface area of a 15” driver. 
All this performance is encased 
in a solid 1-inch thick cabinet 

braced carefully and fi nished off in 
5 coats of hand-rubbed lacquer. 

REL Acoustics Ltd., 
where beauty lies more than skin deep.

Imported & Distributed by

For your closest demonstration: www.synergyaudio.com or call 03 9459 7474

Shaped like a semi-sphere and 
equipped with a swivelling Apple dock, 
Pure’s aptly named Contour 100Di is 
a digital and FM radio that’ll leave a 
lasting impression. 
Inside its contoured body are two 
full range 3 inch drive units capable 
of producing enough sound to 
fill a run-of-the-mill room. The 
curvaceous shape looks great, easily 
accommodates the two speakers and 
harbours an intriguing dock. 
Touch the right side of the Pure 
logo and it automatically rotates 
180 degrees, presenting a dock 
compatible with Apple’s iPod, iPhone 
or iPad. All of the Apple devices 
comfortably nestle on the dock, which 
will simultaneously charge your device 
while you play music. 
If you ever tire of your native 

collection, Apple and Android users 
can access thousands of internet 
radio stations and on-demand 
programmes by downloading the 
free Pure Connect app. Internet radio 
offers a vast amount of constantly 
ripe music, and if you’d prefer a data 
efficient option, the Contour 100Di’s 
Digital and FM radios are ideal for you.  
Non Apple devices can make use 
of the Contour 100Di’s speakers 
through the customary auxiliary input 
or its USB port. The USB port will 
also come in handy when it’s time 
to update the 100Di’s software. For 
wireless control, a remote is included 
in the bundle kit.

Highly Recommended  
Vita Audio R2i

Docks & Radio   
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

DOCKS AND RADIO >

By Tony Ibrahim

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 38

Best Digital Radio 
> Pure Contour 100Di | $199 | pure.com/au

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO











SMART STUFF >SMART STUFF >

Push earns this year’s award for 
delivering previously sophisticated 
home automation on a budget 
the majority can afford. Their 
system has been tailored to work 
on Apple’s iPhone, iPad and iPod 
Touch. Their applications are easy 
to use and can be customised to 
accommodate your precise needs. 
A downloadable widget allows 
Android users to also manage 

their home automation system. 
One of two controllers are offered 
by Push: the powerful PC1 and 
the PC4, both of which are 
qualified to manage your home 
theatre setup, climate, lighting, 
blinds, irrigation system and 
security system. 
With each device working in 
harmony, day-to-day operations 
are more efficient, environmentally 

friendly and enjoyable. 
In the warm summer months, 
a Push Control system can be 
instructed to close the shades at 
the hottest time of the day, and 
maintain the cooler temperature 
by turning on the air conditioning 
just before you arrive home. 
Alternatively it can warm the place 
up when winter nears.
Security is an area effectively 

managed by a Push Control 
system. Multiple security camera 
feeds can be viewed remotely 
on your tablet and smartphone, 
providing you with the option of 
zooming in and panning. It’s a 
valuable additive if you want to 
keep an eye on your kids while on-
the-go or in case of an emergency. 

Over the years, the interface 
used to manage a Control4 home 
automation system has become 
easier to use and available on more 
devices. People can control their 
entire Control4 home automation 
system directly from the biggest 
screen in the house; their television. 
The option of controlling the system 
from a PC is available, but the 
promise comes from Control4’s 

Android and Apple applications. 
With the technologies in your 
home working harmoniously, every 
experience is a little better, starting 
with the device-cluttered home 
theatre system. With the touch of 
a button, your television, Blu-ray 
player, receiver and speakers swiftly 
apply the best settings for watching 
a movie, while the shades close and 
the lights subtly fade. 

If someone else is using the home 
theatre setup there’s no need to 
stress. A Control4 system can 
distribute your HD video to any room 
in the house, in addition to playing 
any song at any volume in any room, 
from in-wall and in-ceiling speakers 
that are virtually invisible. 
The same diligent approach is 
applied your home’s security, 
climate, lighting, and music. But their 

system does more than reap the 
best performance from your home’s 
technology; it does so economically.  
The brains of a Control4 system 
are its controllers and they offer 
three different solutions. They’re 
unobtrusive hubs which make it 
possible to build your ideal home-
control system over time. 

Best Value Home Automation  
> Push Controls | pushcontrols.com/australia 

Home Automation 
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

HOME AUTOMATION >

By Tony Ibrahim

HOME AUTOMATION >

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 44 45

Best Premium Home Automation    
> Control4 | control4.advanceaudio.com.au

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFOCLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
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Samsung’s Galaxy Camera earns 
this award for converging polished 
smartphone technology with 
respectable photographic capabilities.
From smartphones, the Galaxy 
Camera borrows the refined Android 
operating system, versed in multi-
touch gestures, connectivity and a 
600,000 strong application store. 
These features have evolved much 
more on smartphones and are a 
significant improvement over any 
compact cams usability and interface. 
Most of the computing hardware is 
borrowed from Samsung’s Galaxy 
S3, such as its HD screen, quad 
core processor, 1GB of RAM, and 

microSD memory. 
But it combines these technologies 
with a 1/2.3-inch backside-
illuminated CMOS sensor that’ll 
snap photos at 16MP resolution and 
record Full HD video. The lens has a 
23mm wide angle and features 21 
x optical zoom, which is respectable 
for any compact cam. The result is a 
camera the vast majority knows how 
to use, can operate independently 
from a computer and can capture 
finite moments with more than 
enough detail needed for today’s 
digital age. 

Digital Photography   
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY >

By Tony Ibrahim

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY >

A GREAT DEAL OF INNOVATION HAS BEFALLEN CAMERAS: TOUGH 
CAMERAS ARE SMALLER AND YET BETTER EQUIPPED; MIRRORLESS 
CAMERAS ARE PUSHING THE ENVELOPE ON ALL FRONTS; AND MANY 
OF THEM ARE SPEAKING WIFI WITH OTHER DEVICES. 

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 46 47

Best Compact Camera  
> Samsung Galaxy Camera | $599 | samsung.com/au

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Nikon’s intro D3200 DSLR uses 
a newly developed Nikon DX-
format CMOS sensor and Nikon’s 
famed Expeed 3 processing 
engine to deliver Full HD videos 
and 24.2MP images which are 
crisp with clarity, bursting with 
colour and true to life. An intuitive 
menu and an ergonomic layout 
helps budding photographers 
take advantage of its intelligible 
shooting options. The software 

perpetuates this ease-of-use 
by including an enhanced guide 
mode—which will lead you 
through the process of set-up and 
shooting various scenarios—and 
six scene modes will educate 
users on the right settings for 
most lighting conditions. 

Highly Recommended 
Canon EOS 5D Mark I I I

Panasonic’s mirrorless flagship 
offers a commentary of the 
industry: you can have the 
photographic prowess and 
versatility of a DSLR in a smaller 
body. The GH3 is a testament to 
this, coming equipped with the very 
latest technologies Panasonic as 
a company has to offer, including 
WiFi and two OLED screens. At 
the camera’s core are a 16MP Live 
MOS sensor and a Venus Engine. 
The two work hand-in-hand to 

capture high resolution images 
quickly, up to 6 frames per second, 
while ensuring the snapped pics 
are free from noise. It has a wide 
ISO range stretching between 
ISO 125 to ISO 12,800, but in 
extended mode it’ll reach ISO 
25,600, proving adept to a variety 
of lighting conditions.

Highly Recommended 
Fujifilm X-Pro 1

Best DSLR    
> Nikon D3200 | $TBD | nikon.com.au

Best Mirrorless Camera  
> Panasonic GH3 | $1,599 | panasonic.com.au

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
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compact cams usability and interface. 
Most of the computing hardware is 
borrowed from Samsung’s Galaxy 
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from a computer and can capture 
finite moments with more than 
enough detail needed for today’s 
digital age. 

Digital Photography   
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY >

By Tony Ibrahim

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY >

A GREAT DEAL OF INNOVATION HAS BEFALLEN CAMERAS: TOUGH 
CAMERAS ARE SMALLER AND YET BETTER EQUIPPED; MIRRORLESS 
CAMERAS ARE PUSHING THE ENVELOPE ON ALL FRONTS; AND MANY 
OF THEM ARE SPEAKING WIFI WITH OTHER DEVICES. 
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Best Compact Camera  
> Samsung Galaxy Camera | $599 | samsung.com/au

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Nikon’s intro D3200 DSLR uses 
a newly developed Nikon DX-
format CMOS sensor and Nikon’s 
famed Expeed 3 processing 
engine to deliver Full HD videos 
and 24.2MP images which are 
crisp with clarity, bursting with 
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menu and an ergonomic layout 
helps budding photographers 
take advantage of its intelligible 
shooting options. The software 

perpetuates this ease-of-use 
by including an enhanced guide 
mode—which will lead you 
through the process of set-up and 
shooting various scenarios—and 
six scene modes will educate 
users on the right settings for 
most lighting conditions. 

Highly Recommended 
Canon EOS 5D Mark I I I

Panasonic’s mirrorless flagship 
offers a commentary of the 
industry: you can have the 
photographic prowess and 
versatility of a DSLR in a smaller 
body. The GH3 is a testament to 
this, coming equipped with the very 
latest technologies Panasonic as 
a company has to offer, including 
WiFi and two OLED screens. At 
the camera’s core are a 16MP Live 
MOS sensor and a Venus Engine. 
The two work hand-in-hand to 

capture high resolution images 
quickly, up to 6 frames per second, 
while ensuring the snapped pics 
are free from noise. It has a wide 
ISO range stretching between 
ISO 125 to ISO 12,800, but in 
extended mode it’ll reach ISO 
25,600, proving adept to a variety 
of lighting conditions.

Highly Recommended 
Fujifilm X-Pro 1

Best DSLR    
> Nikon D3200 | $TBD | nikon.com.au

Best Mirrorless Camera  
> Panasonic GH3 | $1,599 | panasonic.com.au
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This is a great portable hard drive 
versed in the prompt transfer of 
files and optimised through idiot-
proof software. The ability to back 
up your digital life (Facebook, 
Flickr) is an option envied by 
its rivals and gives it the deal-
making advantage. 
The drive itself is small, 
lightweight and very practical. 
It measures just 14.5mm thin, 
weighs 224 grams and is short 
enough to fit in your jacket 
pocket comfortably. File transfers 
are painless due to the use of 
USB 3.0 technology and you can 
upgrade your connection by way 
of a swappable adapter. 

Highly Recommended 
WD Slim

COMPUTING >COMPUTING > COMPUTING >COMPUTING >

It’s no surprise Apple has won 
this award for the second year 
on the trot. The company injected 
new vigour into the category and 
has been leading ever since. The 
iPad has managed to maintain 
a monopolistic-like lead over its 
rivals by having superior application 
support, an incredibly vivid screen 
and a mature operating system. 
It’s a case of synergy, with each 
part of the iPad being perfectly 
refined to produce a flawless user 
experience. 

Highly Recommended 
Asus Transformer Prime TF700T

The Nexus 7 is the by-product 
of a great collaboration between 
Google and Asus. Together, the two 
companies managed to produce a 
powerful 7 inch tablet characterised 
by a high resolution screen, 
powerful quad-core processor and 
next-generation software (Android 
Jelly Bean) all from $249. When 

it was released, the Nexus 7 sent 
shockwaves through the industry, 
letting the players know that a 
quality tablet can be sold at a 
bargain. 

Highly Recommended 
Apple iPad Mini

The Kindle Fire HD from Amazon blurs 
the line between tablet and eReader. Its 
feature-set might resemble a tablet’s, 
but its custom skin is a nod to its 
eBook heritage. On top of its articulate 
eBook portfolio, the Kindle Fire HD 
is compatible with apps, games, 
magazines and movies from Amazon’s 
own app store, giving it an advantage 

over its monochrome rivals. With a dual 
core processor, 1GB RAM, 1280x800 
resolution screen and a 1.3MP camera, 
the hardware helps this eReader-
meets-tablet deliver big value for money. 

Highly Recommended  
Kindle Touch 

As its name suggests, Creative’s 
Live! Cam Connect HD 1080 
records video in Full HD 1080p 
resolution, but it’ll also snap 
still shots in 18MP. Just like 
Creative’s SoundBlaster Axx, 
this webcam suppresses noise 
outside of an established zone, 
allowing the user to hold a 
conversation free from whatever 
interference fills the background. 
It’s a wonderfully focussed 
product fulfilling its few duties 
extraordinarily well. 
Highly Recommended 
Logitech HD Pro Webcam C920

CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO

CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO

Best Tablet above 9 inches 
> Apple iPad | From $539 | Apple.com/au

Best Tablet below 9 inches 
> Google Nexus 7 
From $249 | google.com/Nexus 

Best eReader
> Amazon Kindle Fire HD
$329 | Amazon.com 

Best Webcam   
> Creative Live! Cam Connect HD 1080 | $99.95 | au.creative.com
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Computing 
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

By Tony Ibrahim

By connecting the MyBook Live 
Duo to a router, you create your 
own personal, secure cloud. This 
provides all of your devices—
smartphones, tablets, gaming 
consoles, notebooks, PCs and 
Macs—with access to your content 
when you need it. Better yet, with 
the WD2GO app for iOS and 
Android, your mobile and tablet 
can log onto your personal cloud 
wherever there’s an internet 
connection, essentially granting 
you access to terabytes of data on 
the go. Rounding off this solution 
is RAID mirroring: a second inbuilt 
hard drive that automatically makes 
a copy of your work in the unlikely 

event the first drive fails. A backup of 
a backup? Talk about ease of mind. 

Highly Recommended  
Seagate GoFlex Desk  
External Drive 3TB

CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO

CLICK HERE TO PLAY VIDEO

Best Portable Drive  
> Seagate BackUp Plus 
From $139 | seagate.com/au

Best Network Storage Drive 
> Western Digital MyBook Live Duo 6TB
$649 | wd.com
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Between the colourful language, 
unapologetic plot, smooth-as 
graphics and the fleshed out 
characters, the successor to the Max 
Payne series faithfully recreates the 
hard-boiled attitude gamers around 
the world fell in love with. It brings 
a level of engagement familiar to 
profound cinema, and will leave an 

impression that resonates longer 
than usual. Max Payne 3 then is a 
worthy addition, carrying the beloved 
legacy forward and not just cashing 
in on the name.

Highly Recommended  
Mass Effect 3

In the week Nintendo’s brand new Wii U 
launched, Microsoft’s Xbox 360 outsold 
it 2:1, thanks in part to its gaming 
pedigree, but also because Microsoft 
has done an amazing job at amassing 
a vast content portfolio for Xbox Live 
subscribers. The Xbox 360 wasn’t our 
console of choice when it launched, 

but Microsoft’s ongoing support, their 
unbelievable Kinect camera and now 
the new content portfolio has pushed it 
ahead of its rivals. 

Highly Recommended  
Sony PlayStation 3

Traditionally we’d baulk at the 
idea that bigger is better, but 
in the case of Nintendo’s 3DS, 
the gaming legends are on the 
money. The screen is 90% bigger, 
the battery life has gone up and 
the existing game catalogue 
takes advantage of the improved 
hardware. These upgrades are 

ontop of its glasses-free 3D and 
the unique experience of playing 
a game with two screens. 

Highly Recommended 
Apple iPhone 5

Gaming  
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

ACCESSORIES >

By Tony Ibrahim

Best Gaming Console    
> Microsoft Xbox 360 4GB Console with Kinect | $299 | xbox.com.au

Best Handheld Console     
> Nintendo 3D XL | $249.95 | nintendo.com.au

ACCESSORIES >

UNLIKE EVERYTHING ELSE IN THIS WORLD, THE WHOLE POINT OF GAMING IS TO 
HELP YOU GROW DOWN. OVER THE COURSE OF A YEAR WE’VE SEEN SOME STELLAR 
GAMING TITLES, NEW GAMING TECHNOLOGIES AND THE METAMORPHOSIS OF THE 
GAMING CONSOLE INTO AN ENTERTAINMENT HUB. 

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 62 63

Game of the Year 
> Max Payne 3 | $99.95 | rockstargames.com/maxpayne3

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
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If this product had a face, it would 
ALWAYS be smiling. It’s a lovably 
loud, stylish and elegant solution to 
portable sound, without skimping 
on the sound. Connect it to your 
smartphone, tablet or PC via 
bluetooth and it’ll fill any room with 
party-grade ambience. Then when 
you’re done, throw it in your bag and 
take it out doors without having to 
worry about charging it because it’s 
good for 15 hours straight, or 500 
hours on standby. 

Highly Recommended 
Yamaha PDX-11

The last thing you want from a 
home entertainment setup is to 
waste some of the video and audio 
quality. To ensure you get the very 
best results, a quality HDMI cable is 
needed. In this area, Crest’s ProHD2 
sets the benchmark. Crest has 35 
years of AV experience and are an 
official HDMI Associate Member 
ensuring every cable meets an exact 
standard. 
The ProHD2 is a well-built cable 
that can transfer data at a rate of 
10.2 gigabits per second.  It uses 
24K gold plated connectors, High 
Gauge Oxygen Free Copper for the 
best transfer rate, and is braided and 

shielded with Aluminium and Copper 
foil for extra protection against Electro-
Magnetic Interference.  This makes the 
ProHD2 the ideal cable for intensive 
applications, 3D gaming or even the 
upcoming Ultra High Definition (HD) 
standard. Ultra HD might not be 
commonplace today, but the ProHD2 
is future proofed to spare you from 
spending money on a replacement.
Additionally, the ProHD2 can manage 
sound with the use of a built in Audio 
Return Channel. This feature makes it 
possible to hear the sound of your TV, 
Blu-ray player or other device through 
your surround sound system, while 
also enabling audio from the TV’s 

inbuilt HD tuner to travel upstream 
through the HDMI cable to your sound 
system, removing the need for a 
separate TOSlink optical cable.
Recognising the next generation of 
home entertainment equipment is 
internet savvy, the ProHD2 can be 
used to network a wide range of IP-
enabled home entertainment devices, 
from TVs and gaming consoles, to 
DVRs and more. Crest’s Pro HD2 is 
available now from the Good Guys and 
Bing Lee. 

Highly Recommended 
Kordz EVX

Accessories  
Winners 2013

Smart Awards

ACCESSORIES >

By Tony Ibrahim

Best HDMI Cable   
> Crest ProHD2  | $129.95 | Crest.com.au

ACCESSORIES >

ACCESSORIES ARE THE UNSUNG HEROES OF THE TECHNOLOGY 
INDUSTRY. THEY HELP US SQUEEZE MORE PERFORMANCE FROM 
OUR FAVOURITE GEAR AND OFFER INEXPENSIVE WAYS OF MAKING 
THEM REFLECT OUR UNIQUE PERSONALITIES. 

SMART HOUSE WEBSITE SMART HOUSE WEBSITE 64 65

Best Portable Speaker  
> Jawbone Big Jambox | $359 | jawbone.com/au

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO
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